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Essential information

* Thank you all for coming and contributing to the program!!

* Please respect the timing (chairs and LOC members behind the
PC will have a difficult job)

* No food and beverages in the lecture hall

* Respect and follow the AU Code of Conduct (contact people: B.
Czerny, S. Ehlerova, R. Schodel - https://gc2026.muni.cz/code-of-

conduct)

e Additionalinformation on IAUS 405 Galactic center Slack channel
AR
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Galactic Center
Newsletter

* Every day new issue will be
published on zenodo (link on
the gc2026 website); editor-
in-chief: Vaclav Pavlik

* Some printed versions
available at the main
entrance door
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* Because we were sitting at R
the right (wrong) place at e '
the GC workshop
conference dinner in
Granadain 2023...

* But there are more
(historical) aspects...




Gregor Johann Mendel
(1822-1884)

*the “father of genetics”

* carried out groundbreaking
experiments with pea plants in
Brno in the 19th century

e used mathematics and statistics
In biology in an unusually
modern way




Ernst Mach
(1838-1916)

* Born in Chirlitz (now part of
Brno)

* pioneer in the study of motion
and shock waves (Mach number)

* Mach's principle influenced
Einstein: the inertia of an object
IS determined by the presence
and distribution of all other
matter in the Universe

* 110 years since his death




Kurt Godel
(1906-1978)

* 120 since his birth in Brno (April 28)

* Born on Backergasse 5 (now Pekarska
5) -> later they lived in Spielberggasse

* The mostinfluential logician of the
modern era

* Incompleteness theorems

* Goedel's spacetimes: an exact
solution to Einstein’s equations
describing a rotating universe with
possible closed timelike curves,
theoretically allowing time travel.




Notable astrophysicists/astronomers
of 20th century associated with Brno

* FrantiSek Link (1906-1984) - born and studied in Brno, pioneer
of gravitational lensing (1936)

* LuboS Kohoutek (1935-2023) - studied in Brno, discoverer of
the comet Kohoutek in 1973, observed by astronauts on
Skylab

* LubosS Perek (1919-2020) - published an extensive catalogue
of Galactic planetary nebulae co-authored with Kohoutek in
1967; worked extensively on the space-elevator concept
(featured in Arthur C. Clarke's novel The Fountains of
Paradise)

« Jifi Grygar (1936-) - influential science educator; famous for
his TV series Okna vesmir dokoran (Wide open windows of the
Universe, 1982-1990)
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JAU Symposium 405
dedication to
Lubos Perek (1919-2020)

* |AU Assistant General Secretary 1964-1967
* |AU General Secretary 1967-1970

* Born two days before the foundation of IAU in
1919

» Started his studies at Masaryk University in 1946

* Led the construction of the 60-cm telescope on

s A, g 1=
* With IAUS 405 the circle somehow closes... "l"'
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